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The public health system
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Washington’s governmental public health system
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HIV prevention and 

case management

Drinking water oversight

Pesticide illness prevention

Shellfish licensing/marine water monitoring

Food safety promotion/regulation

Radiation protection

Statewide WIC nutrition 

program management

Tobacco and vaping prevention

Maternal and child health support

Immunization promotion

Public Health Laboratories 
operation

Statewide public health data systems management

Emergency medical services 
and trauma system oversight

Health care facility inspections

Health professional credentialing

Birth and death certificates

Emergency preparedness and response

Injury and violence prevention

VISION
Equity and optimal health for all

MISSION
The Department of Health works with others 

to protect and improve the health of 

all people in Washington State.

VALUES
Our values describe who we are and 

who we need to become.

• Equity 

• Innovation

• Engagement

Chronic disease prevention/management

Newborn screening

Communicable disease 

monitoring/investigation

Rural/urban health disparities/inequities reduction

For more information about Department of Health visit www.doh.wa.gov

Washington Department of Health at a glance



Washington State Department of Health | 5



Washington State Department of Health | 6

CDC

State health departments

Local health departments

Health care providers

Patients & communities
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Leading causes of death in the United States, 2023

SOURCE: CDC - Mortality in the US, 2023

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7331a1.htm#F2_down
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7331a1.htm#F2_down
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7331a1.htm#F2_down


Priorities for Rural Health Transformation Plan

Investments in health of Tribes

Supporting essential hospital services: infrastructure, essential services, and building 
networks and supporting operations

Workforce investments: recruitment and retention, training, undergraduate and graduate 
medical education, continuing education programs

Technology: cybersecurity, AI tools, EHRs, remote monitoring, digital navigation

Prevention and care management: community programs, dementia resources, long-term care, 
chronic disease, transportation, mobile health

Behavioral health care: opioid treatment providers, mobile crisis services, peer supports
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SOURCE: Washington DOH Newsroom

https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
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Washington DOH website

doh.wa.gov
• Information
• Guidance and resources
• News releases
• Data
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Falls Prevention 

Go to:   doh.wa.gov
and search “falls prevention”

• Exercise classes
• Advocacy
• Resources
• Data and statistics
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Find Your People Campaign

findyourpeoplewa.org

• Explores life events and impacts 
on social/emotional health of 
55+ adults

• Supports suicide prevention by 
strengthening social connection

• Used surveys, interviews, and 
focus groups for campaign 
development
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social 
connection

health



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 
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