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%s4DSHS Threats and Hazards in WA 1
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* Drought
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Reg2t DSHS UW State Climate Office

Early August Climate Outlook e

EL Nino: less precipitation
and warmer temperature

By Jacob Genuise

- Below

Key Messages:
« El Nifio continued to intensify in the tropical Pacific this month.
» Odds of a very strong El Nifio event by this fall have increased since the last ENSO Temperature Precipitation
Probability Probability
strength forecast from NOAA. There is now an 80%+ chance of a very strong 3-Month Outlook (August-October)

event by the October-December period.

-

* The 1-month August outlook shows overall low predictability with slightly elevated
chances of above normal temperatures statewide and drier than normal

conditions across western Washington.

* The 3-month late summer outlook shows a higher 50-60% chance of above
i . Temperature Precipitation
normal temperatures statewide and elevated chances of drier than normal Probability Probability

(Percent Chance) (Percent Chance)
conditions across northwestern Washington. o et Above Normal e
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Temperature Prediction Outlook:
S DSHS T R e o ber 2056 < April 2027
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Precipitation Prediction Outlook:
SaDSHS T eG D et 2026 = April 2027

Seasonal Prewgltation Qutlook H Q ® Seasonalﬂggfitgs‘ign Outlook ‘ Q @" Seasonalvl:“{eggtggg? Qutlook @

Nov M

zjr S

= . o § - E =28 -

- N o 5y : N - g ~ 1S

' Seasonal Precipitation Outlook Q ® ~ Seasonal Precipitation Outlook Q ® Seasonal Precipl}“aglqn Qutiook Q
Vel FenMy

Valed; JanFetr e 2037

Vailds Dec-lory ey 2006-27 ) }
I Tsswed: iy 14, 1020 "\ L’ { Beswed: Aoy 16, 205 f L 7 umgmn_am
P, J n { b I '. » A [‘r.
?\ F' l7’ \‘ ’ ol .\ 3 / .‘ & S — - l £ ' R Vel ':n; y o .l (/

k"'\ :

| \ S
-« = P
w | | () ¥

" i
r
) 3 e
% { r
g5 g ;'.”'
it I
ll.l "

“ 7 Chares aaan
P s
- -
= —
e - . .
.- R .
- ?J!_
| - - - et
—— p — : — -
— ~ - _=




%5:d DSHS Drought Emergency 2026 1

N On April 8, 2026, the

SNy Washington State
Department of Ecology
issued a drought declaration
for all watersheds in the
state due to low snowpack
and multiple years of
precipitation deficits. This is
the state’s fourth consecutive

Drought & Dryness Categories % of WA d rOU g 1t dECIa ratiOn - a
() 0o-Abrormaty ory 29.9% record under the current
D1 - Moderate Drought 40.5% d ro u g ,-]t fra m eWO rk

D2 - Severe Drought 22.3% . .
D3 - Extreme Drought 0.9% eStablIShed In 1989 .
D4 - Exceptional Drought 0.0%

mw/ TotalAreain Drought (D1-D4) 63.7%




WA State - Weather Risk Outlook Sestle Spokare, Flribston, Sortand

This outlook is updated twice weekly by 7am Monday and 7am Thursday. Sunday August 16

Sunday, Aug 16 Monday, Aug 17 Tuesday, Aug 18 Wednesday, Aug 19 Thursday, Aug 20 Friday, Aug 21 Saturday, Aug 22

Northwest Washington T St Heat Heat Heat Heat Heat Heat
NWS Seattle Forecast Area Breting Heat
Southwest Washington

Heat Heat Heat Heat Heat Heat Heat
NWS Partiand Forecast Area Boeling
Northeast Washington Lhicosovgioatian Heat SRy Heat Heat Heat oy
NWS Sl sroa Brief E” Smoke s Smoke smoke smoke s
WS Spokane Forecast Area Briefing Smoke Smoke Smoke
Southeast Washington AM.‘:-;ttoms Heat B::? Heat Heat Heat B:e ::y
NWS Pen Forecast Area Rris Smoke Smoke Smoke Smoke

| £lan \

Smoke Smoke Smoke

. Northwest Washington - NWS Seattle - nws.seattle@noaa.gov
. Southwest Washington - NWS Portland - nws.portland@noaa.gov

Northeast Washington - NWS Spokane - nws.spokane@noaa.gov

Southeast Washington - NWS Pendleton - pdt.operations@noaa.gov

Washington State - Areas of Responsibility




Weather Forecast Office

WaShington State Key Messages Seattle, Spokane, Pendleton, Portland

Sunday, August 16

e Isolated to scattered thunderstorms develop Sunday, generally focused over the mountain areas.
o Primary threats will be lightning, erratic wind gusts, and localized wetting rains resulting in elevated risk of
burn scar debris flows. Lightning may produce new fire starts, and gusty winds may cause dangerous
conditions around new and existing wildfires.

e Wildfire smoke will continue to cause periods of degraded air quality and visibility in central and eastern
WA, especially in close proximity to active fires.
o Smoke may locally impact air operations near fire activity.

e Temperatures remain near or slightly above seasonal normals, with Minor (Yellow) HeatRisk values
expected across most of the state through the week ahead. Generally dry conditions are expected, with no
significant rain chances through at least Thursday.

e The next storm system arrives late in the week around Friday or Saturday. This could bring gusty winds and
thunderstorm chances, potentially resulting in elevated to critical fire weather conditions.




Washington Fire Weather Outlook: August 14 - 21, 2026

Bottom Line Up Front: Thunderstorm chances continue through Saturday but begin to decrease Sunday. Breezy conditions return Sun-Tue.

Thunderstorm Probability - Friday PM

Friday Saturday

T-Storm Chances Continue in Olympics and Near
Cascade Crest
Max Temp: 74-84F
Min RH: 40-60%

Western WA

Thunderstorm Probability - Saturday PM

oerein

Morning Marine Layer, Afternoon Sunshine

Wind Gusts - Tuesday Afternoon

',
se-Wed, Chance Light Rain
ding Warmer Late Week

Max Temp: 74-84F
Min RH: 40-60%

Scattered Mix of Wet & Dry T-Storms
Iso Nocturnal Storms Possible
Diurnal/Terrain Driven Winds

Max Temp: 84-93F
Min RH: 15-30% | Moderate to Good Recovery

Eastern WA

Wearne n%[l_ L

vome
V Giobal Systera

Laboratory

Min RH: 15-25% | Moderate Recovery

_HDW

Isolated T-Storm Chances
Breezy Gap Winds PM W & Reaary slightly Cooler Midweek
Max Temp: 86-94F Max Temp: 83-91F Trending Warmer Late Week
P: Min RH: 15-25% ¢

Below Normal . Above Normal :
B Normal Critical

Risk of New Large
Fires (>100 acres)



Reeet DSHS

Watch Duty is a free
app to see and
monitor the status of
wildfires, controlled
burn areas, red flag
warnings, and power
outages

*This app can be used
on your work
computer and work
cell phone as well as
your personal devices

Wildfire Response Tools:

WATCH DUTY
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Watch Duty

Sea.ttle / O ),(V “M‘JJ 1 Davenport | Spokane iCoeur dAlene o
f
Pullman 6

| e |
\L HECEA
"a.“?/(/ ' ) )

Ritzville

-8,
Sk,

lsomi ’\xlz o

Reservation

Walla Walla }

Pendleton

https://app.watchduty.org/
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7= Gl i = - > 7 > ) L S ¢ bt I,
o Avborstord - / S 7% N
B yory ¢ 14 7 SR 7 ! Y X Vs ¢ @ Q Searchincident, address or place
’\“ | { _‘ LAYERS
( | . o
pallhehan Nenhcoasca es ‘ | [ ' Incidents Last Updated v
Ly I Natonal Park ks R‘ewb,, ik ne
‘ | cobte | i David Fire
Muntveron o @ \ — Containment: - Acres: 0.1 3 minutes ago
[ i o X-Ray Fire
0\ S | Sandpoint 3
L o . ‘ ‘ % i ‘ 1200 Block of Sitkum-Sol Duc Rd, Beaver, WA
v 0 b Co\v\llé indian | q Containment: 100% Acres: 0.1 9 minutes ago
Mount Baker-Snogualmie " > ~ e 7
f Everett N ARG WASHING o Kl)\/x [ A Cedar Fire
‘ g l/ [+ ) / [t | ¥ Containment: - Acres: 0.1 18 minutes ago
|_ Okanogan-Wenatchee / W ' =
/__ National Forest ) S~ ‘/\J

Rochester Fire
8800 Block of James Rd SW, Rochester, WA 98.
Containment: 100% Acres: 0.1 32 minutes ago

Malott Fire
27500 Block of US-97, Okanogan, WA 98840
Containment: 100% Acres: 10.3 43 minutes ago

Engebretsen Fire
17400 Block Engebretsen Rd, Granite Falls, WA
Containment: - Acres: - about 1 hour ago

Eagle Creek Fire
Containment: 100% Acres: 0.25  about 2 hours
ago

Cemetery Fire
Containment: - Acres: 0.5 about 2 hours ago
Mill Creek Fire

Containment: 100% Acres: 0.1 about 2 hours ago

Vegetation Fire

13000 Block of Rd A5 NW, Ephrata
Containment: - Acres: 4 about 3 hours ago

Sheldon Ridge Fire
Containment: 100% Acres: 0.1 about 3 hours ago



https://app.watchduty.org/




SdDSHS Wildfires & Evacuatlons

Wildfires have become a seasonal norm in

: a)U'.|w"¢k.‘ A w\‘ EME H(;l NCY, RE SH)I N lb U_)UI D BE ASKED

Washington. Wildfires can create the need for NG/ e oo st
evacuation. Follow local orders for evacuation.

. o Levao BE READY& "ﬂ (ﬁ
Level 1 - Ready: pOSSIble evacuatlon In your Time to firm up evacuation plans, pack necessities, and check on

. neighbors who may need assistance.
area. Prepare, monitor, and pack your valuables g"’m >
Level 2 - Set: Short notice evacuation likely in e
your area. Prepare for sudden evacuation; leave R e
now if you need extra time. Long-term care LEVELQ BE St '
facilities that have residents that need
additional time or specific transportation | BaB i mporant pperpets and resciptons.
needs should plan and consider evacuating - Euacuat family members with pecs consideratios.
at level 2. -
®

Level 3 - Go!: Evacuate immediately from your e @ 6o Now &, [=

LEAVE NOW. You are in
immediate danger.
CHECK MEDIA for
more information.

area. Leave now! Danger in your area.




%5:d DSHS Air Quality

« Wildfires can negatively affect

air quality and is a growing AQI Basics for Ozone and Particle Pollution
hea Ith r|Sk |n Wa Sh | ngton Daily AQI Color Levels of Concern Values of Index Description of Air Quality
Poor air quality indoors and L e
outdoors can increase health o e e e
r| S ks Su Ch as h ea rt an d I un g unusually sensitive to air pollution.

diseases like asthma and COPD,
those with respiratory
infections, those with diabetes,
people 18 and younger and
older than 65, and those with
functional or access needs.

I e I =
for everyone.
i MOnItOI" a|r quallty and CO”Slder “ Health warning of emergency conditions: everyone
using air filters or air scrubbers SEre ey oEaai e

to improve indoor air quality.




Reeet DSHS

*Heat and the risk of wildfires can Type ideal Timeframe
lead to planned power outages. Watch ~ 372hours
Utility companies in Washington are W——
beginning to utilize Public Safety
Power Shutoffs when red-flag Werning
warnings and wildfires pose a threat
to power infrastructure.

Notifications from the utility B 12 hours

provider are expected.

Have a plan for refrigerated
medications and electronic medical
devices.

«Sign up for alerts with your utility

- o
- 0 hours and every
Initiated/ 12 hours
Updates

. . . A Restoration Aﬂer"weather “all
provider and register life-sustaining sactad/ | dear and every 1
medical equipment with them to

When power

put you on a higher priority
notification and restoration list.

Power Restored restoration has
been completed

As needed
Canceled

Power Outages

Motification message

PSPS power outage is possible

PSPS power outage is possible

based on current weather forecast

PSPS power outage is probable in
your area at [date/time]. Please
take steps to prepare

PSPS power outage is scheduled
to start in your area at [date/time].
Please take steps to prepare

Your power has been shut off.
[Status update information]

We are working to restore your
power, Check the Qutage Map for
estimated time of restoration.

Your power has been restored
The PSPS power outage has been

canceled due to improving
environmental conditions,

Typical audiences and channels

s Emergency and community

response partners
Critical facilitates

Medical Life Support
customers (phone call)

+ Potential impacted customers

(automated notification)

+ \Website and outage map
o Opt-in notifications

Media and social media
channels

All audiences

» Webpage and outage map
» Media and social media

s All audiences/channels

All audiences/channels

+ Estimated time of restoration

kept up to date on outage
map.

+ All audiences/channels

Estimated time of restoration
kept up to date on outage
map.

All audiences/channels

+ All audiences/channels



Reget DSHS

Spokane Fires: Old Trails,
Fairview, and Autumn Lane




Old Trails Fire

ReeetDSHS Saturday, Augqust 1 noon - 3:54 pm 1

* Created in Watch Duty on August 1 at 12:05 pm
» Local evacuations started at 12:11 pm

» Level 3 evacuations started at 12:24 pm

* Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 12:56 pm
» Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 1:13 pm

» Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 2:46 pm

« Level 2 evacuation area added at 3:08 pm

* Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 3:54 pm




Saturday, August 1 at 4:30 pm
R3¢ DSHS YS1d Trails Fire P

E MILE
ALLS

| Other e ¢
Updated:12026:08:01514:10

2
[ ] R . 2 /
OLD)TRAILSS, S#i% " @
Leveli3 a :

® ® 3
° 5 ¢
Camp Seven Mile A MAR
Military Res oo OU'DITRAILS ’.
Peveli3 ®
OUDITRAILS B2 PR ‘t £y
Llevel}3 s & OLD TRAILS
/ . I
OLDTRAILS LI 3
O LUDITRAILS
Llevell3
} @)
Elliot Drive
® OLDITRAILS Parkicay




Fairview Fire

ReeetDSHS Saturday, August 1 2:20 - 6:38 pm 1

* Created in Watch Duty on August 1 at 2:20 pm
as 1 acre vegetation fire

* Level 3 evacuation started at 2:27 pm

* Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 2:41 pm
* Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 5:27 pm
* Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 5:42 pm
» Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 6:14 pm
» Level 3 evacuation area expanded at 6:38 pm




Saturday, August 1 at 6:30 pm
§53# DSHS YEairview Fire P

f/ &

FAIRVIEW
Levell3

EAIRVIEW,

FAIRVIEW,
Levell3




Reged DSHS Saturday August 1
Autumn Lane Fire

* Created in Watch Duty on August 1 at 3:56 pm as 10

acre vegetation fire

« Level 3 evacuation started at 4:22 pm

Level 3 evacuation
Level 3 evacuation
Level 3 evacuation
Level 3 evacuation
Level 3 evacuation
Level 3 evacuation
Level 3 evacuation

drea
dalred
drea
drea
drea
drea
drea

expand
expanc
expand
expand
expanc
expanc

expand

ed
eC
ed
ed
ed
ed

ed

at 6:02 pm
at 6:29 pm
at 8:21 pm
at 8:39 pm
at 8:50 pm
at 10:10 pm
at 3:59 am (Aug. 2)

« Level 1 evacuation started at 4:40 pm

« Level 2 evacuation started at 4:48 pm
« Level 2 evacuation area expanded at 10:17 pm

‘ « Level 2 evacuation area added at 11:09 pm



Reeet DSHS

Mondax, August 3 at 11:00 am
utumn Lane Fire
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@DSHS Tuesday, August 4 at 4:30 pm
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ResetDSHs Tuesday, August 5 at 5:30 pm
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ResetDSHS Sunday, August 9 at 8:15 pm
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RezetDSHS Monday, August 10 at 7:41 pm
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K55 DSHS Long-Term Care Facilities Impacts

Number of
Evacuated Facilities/type

Number /type of facility
burned (unable to return to)

Number of
residents/ clients Evacuated

e NH-1

e ALF-6

e AFH-177

e CCRSS-10 Providers

e NH-0
e ALF-0O
o AFH-2

e NH-110

o ALF-291

o AFH-609

e CCRSS-63

e The Area Agency on Aging (AAA) impacts to in-home clients:
o Old Trails Fire: 1,418 (773 in level 3 and 645 in level 2 which turned to level 3)

o Fairview Fire: 39

o Autumn Lane Fire: 161

e The AAA contacted all impacted clients to determine their status and any needs. They

they need.

contacted evacuated in-home clients in shelters to make sure they had the care and support




Reged DSHS Home and Community Living 1
Administration Response Activities
 Staff attempted to contact all long-term care

facilities in level 3 evacuation areas for Old Trails,
Fairview, and Autumn Lane Fires on 8/1/26

 Staff worked the week of 8/3 in coordination with
contact all long-term care facilities in level 3
evacuation areas to determine their status,
where they evacuated, and how many residents

 The Area Agency on Aging (AAA) attempted to
contact all in-home clients that were in the level
3 evacuation areas to determine if they

Hacuated, if they need support, and their status.



Reged DSHS Home and Community Livi_ngt_ 1
Administration Response Activities

* Worked with the local hospitals in Spokane, the
Northwest Healthcare Response Network, and the
AAA to help move evacuee non-acute long-term care
residents from shelters and hospitals back to long-
term care facilities

 DSHS and the AAA supported the Disaster
Assistance Center in Spokane with a resource tables

» Issued flexibilities through the Governor’s
Proclamation for assisted living and adult family
homes for emergency admissions and capacity

« Worked to get federal waivers in place for long-term

‘care facilities



Reget DSHS

Personal Preparedness




Reged DSHS
Personal Preparedness 1

Do you have an emergency plan for your home?
Do you have a communications plan for your family?
Have you practiced your plan?

DO you have emergency supplies and have you
checked them lately?

DO you have go-bags packed?
Did you include go-bags for your kids and pets?
Do you have livestock and a plan for them?

Do you know where you will go if you have to
evacuate?

‘-Do you have a plan for family reunification?




Personal Preparedness:
K53 DSHS Make ApPIan

« Put a plan together by
discussing the following
gquestions with your family,
friends, or household to start
your emergency plan:

« How will you receive emergency
alerts and warnings?

« What is your shelter plan?
 What is your evacuation route?

« What is your family/household
communication plan?

« Consider and document
specific needs in your
household such as dietary,

Hedical, cultural, and religious



Rese DSHS Personal Preparedness:

Basic Emergency Supply Kit
could include the following:

Emergency Supply Kit

Food and Water

Battery-powered or hand crank radio and
a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert and
extra batteries

BUILD
A KIT

Flashlight
First Aid Kit
Whistle Ready:
DLISt MaSk Preparedness Starts At Hdme
Plastic Sheeting, Scissors, and Duct Tape
Moist towelette, garbage bags, an plastic « Additional Items:
ties Y . . .
_ « Soap, hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes
Wrench or pliers .
» Prescription and over-the-counter
Manual can opener medications
Local maps « Cash
Cb:e‘yt%hone with chargers and backup « Sleeping bag or warm blankets
attery

« Matches in a waterproof container
« Comfort items: games, puzzles, books, etc.




Personal Preparedness:
SAHDSHS Test Youe‘ Plan 1

Test your plan at least annually to:
« Make sure it still meets the needs of your household

 Make sure everyone knows how to respond in each
type of identified emergency

« Make sure everyone knows who the emergency
contacts are and how to contact them

“*Participation in the annual Washington Great
Washington ShakeOut Drill is a great way to practice
for an earthquake




The Great Washington
N(DSHS ShakeOut Dril?

 October 15, 2026 at 10:15 p—
a.m. ’ |3
 Annual international earthquake '
exercise: Drop! Cover! Hold On! Irs_l
« If you live or work in a coastal R
area, ShakeOut day is also a o
great time to practice tsunami r-

evacuation routes

* Register to participate:
https://www.shakeout.org/washi

. ngton/reqgister



https://www.shakeout.org/washington/register
https://www.shakeout.org/washington/register

Repat DSHS Resources

Wildfires Weather

https://app.watchduty.org/ https://app.watchduty.org/
https://www.ready.gov/wildfires

https://www.piercecountywa.gov/945/Preparednes
S

Air Quality Power Outages

« https://wasmoke.blogspot.com/ « https://www.ready.gov/power-outages

e https://www.airnow.gov/aqi/aqgi-basics/ « https://www.commerce.wa.gov/eremo/wa
. https://doh.wa.gov/community-and- “public-safety-power-shutoffs/

environment/air-quality/smoke-fires . htt]ps:g(de)ptofcommerce.a%%.box.coméséo
xvIi6helgzg c/vk/file

1ZZM /o5€0
955/61/6452/
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DSHS

WASHINGTON STATE
Department of Social
and Health Services

Serena Segura

Emergency Preparedness
Coordinator

Department of Social and Health

Services, Home and Community

Living Administration, Residential
Care Services Division

serena.segural@dshsa.wa.gov
360-515-6417



mailto:serena.segura1@dshsa.wa.gov
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