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New Biennium
 Long session:  105 days

 (1/13/25 – 4/27/25)

 Biennial Budget will be adopted (& 
modified in 2026)

 House & Senate turnover is large

 New Gov. Ferguson has different 
perspectives than former Gov. 
Inslee

 Fiscal issues will dominate the 
session

 Fewer than usual pre-filed bills
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From Last Year … some downward 
revenue trends but
November economic forecast estimated $579 
million increase in revenue

• Personal incomes were stronger
• Employment & construction were increasing

… Influencing factors pointed to 
little net change

Off to a Hard Start 
– Budget 
Challenges
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To This Year…
Revenue Forecast of 11/24 indicated 
several billion dollars less revenue than 
previously estimated; …..and
The budget needs are growing within 
existing programs

• Caseloads are up in most services and health care

• Inflationary effects on supplies

• Union contracts create $1.5 billion in increased salaries

• OSPI requesting $3 billion more to keep help sustain local 
districts ($1 billion for special ed)

• Fair Start for Kids Act requires more funding for affordable 
childcare and early learning

Plus uncertain federal revenue 



And No Easy Way
to Raise Needed Funds



Legislative Schedule: Cut-Offs
 Friday 2/21/25 - Cutoff in committee, House of 

Origin

 Friday, 2/2/25 – Cutoff for fiscal & transportation 
bills, House of Origin

 Wednesday, 3/12/25 – Cutoff for bills to pass 
House of origin (except fiscal)

 Wednesday, 4/2/25 – Cutoff in committee, 
Opposite Chamber

 Tuesday, 4/8/25– Cutoff for fiscal & transportation 
bills, Opposite Chamber

 Wednesday, 4/16/25 – Cutoff for all but budget, 
initiatives, NTIB, and conference items

 Sunday, 4/27/25 – End of Sessionht
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
Different This Year

 New Web Site

 Campus Changes



Get parking help and shuttle service info here: 
https://capitol.wa.gov/visit/getting-here-directions-parking

https://capitol.wa.gov/visit/getting-here-directions-parking


Finding the committee 
schedule…Hearings and executive sessions 
are already scheduled for this week

Scroll down for current day



Scroll down on home page (leg.wa.gov) for current day

Then click on “see all meetings 
and events” at the bottom 



Then fill in the calendar to get the week or more
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Thank You!

Still the same….
• Remote testimony allowed again this 

year

• In-person appointments still 
constrained by security
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